[VEGF antibodies as therapy for retinopathy of prematurity].
Retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) is one of the three leading causes of legal blindness in childhood in the developed countries. Improved neonatal care has resulted in the increased survival of extremely immature infants at high risk to develop ROP. Current treatment for ROP with laser may prevent blindness by causing involution of pathological vessels and thus inhibit the development of retinal detachment. But this coagulation of the avascular retina is a destructive therapy and does not otherwise ameliorate retinal development. Recent reports have described vascular endothelial growth factor antibodies as therapy for ROP. This article reports our own experience with this new therapy and gives an overview of the recent literature.